Pioneers in Tropical America

on the natives of Trinidad, how their chieftains were kept
in chains and made to work like slaves, and at times tor-
tured by having boiling bacon fat dropped on their skins.
He also felt that to leave the Spaniards in power in
Trinidad and his ships anchored off that island, while he
was four or five hundred miles away examining the mouths
of the Orinoko in small boats, would be to risk the com-
plete ruin of his expedition; accordingly he suddenly
attacked the guard at Port-of-Spain one evening and put
them to the sword (a proceeding quite in accord with the
morality of the day), then marched with a body of 100
soldiers to the Spanish capital of St. Joseph, which he
reached and took by break of day, the Spaniards flying
after a trifling resistance and leaving their governor a
prisoner in the hands of Raleigh, who burnt St. Joseph
and carried off Berreo to his ship.

On his return to Port-of-Spain he found to his great
delight that the two ships which had been lost sight of off
the coast of Spain had safely arrived, which meant, of
course, considerable reinforcements in the shape of men
and provisions. Before leaving Trinidad, however, he
called together all the native chiefs or " captains" of the
island, especially those that were hostile to the Spaniards,
and through an interpreter whom he had brought from
England, and who knew the Arawak or Carib languages,
made them understand something about himself and the
great queen of the far northern island whom he served.
The Trinidadians were only too willing to place them-
selves under her protection whom they now styled
"Ezrabeta Kassipuna Akwerewana", a title which, accord-
ing to Raleigh, meant " Elizabeth the Greatest of Princes".
Berreo y Oruno he took with him, a prisoner and hostage.
He is described as a well-descended gentleman, who had